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Program note for “The Slough”
for orchestra 1998 duration:ca. 1

“The Slough” is a continuation of my chamber work “The Spell.” The work’s title briefly
summarizes the underlying compositional concept, through the transformation of the cicada.

This conception corresponds to the idea of a gradual extension of the melodic progression of the
solo Alto flute and the English horn. “The Slough” uses the idea of Chinese calligraphy, which
allows music of long stillness and sudden bursts of energy compellingly shaped and developed.
This contrast in the movement of the music is somewhat analogous to the meditational quality of
calligraphy, and the spontaneous strokes of the calligrapher’s brush. The work intends to be bold
in form and gesture. “The Slough” for orchestra is dedicated to Apo and the San Francisco
Women’s Philharmonic.
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