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Program Note
Don’t Cry Bird, 2024

Three years of pandemic was chaotic to both humans and animals. My
mom died in China two years ago. I could not be there next to her. The
inexorable emotional currents woven the music into my
consciousness.

Every night I hear her moaning and crying in silence that she would
not see her daughter the last time.

The words and the tone of voice are inscrutable and subtle. An
acquired improvisation in the section of birds flux narrates the
human infections were like the domino let down at the end of the line.

The yearning and longing continues.

The work is dedicated to my dear friends Marina Kifferstein and
Laura Cocks with affection.
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vocal fry with specific vowels
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extremely fast and glassy upward & downward glissando from the highest pitch on a

suitable string with a pinch of accidental harmonics
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flautando, heavy bow pressure in the lowest register on G string, double bow
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vocalize like the sound of beckoning the cat or clicking the tongue on the back of front
teeth

= speak the words

= very heavy bow pressure tremolo

’ sing one pitch while playing another pitch

extremely fast flutter of natural harmonics en the upper register
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f elL, = mimic birds sound, high piercing no specific pitch is produced, spontaneously and
d ‘ simultaneously. Improvisation
¥ )/'/7' = combined open string with a touch of harmonic tremolo
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/ \/ extremely slow natural harmonics from the lowest to the highest without specific pitch
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PERFORMANCE NOTES
Flute
Z/E/

airy, some harmonics may speak

airy jet whistle
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‘\ tongue roll, air only, lowest pitch possible

3/ = tongue trill

airy trill, Hollow sound
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’ = flutter tongue, arpeggio up the harmonic series as fast, loud and high as possible to
bring out the distortion
o
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"/} w\.:,\_\_‘ extreme vibrato in the upper registers, let pitch fall through partials naturally and
gradually
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mimic birds sound, high piercing no specific pitch is produced, spontaneously and
simultaneously. Improvisation
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